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note, this look of fear did not recur so vividly when
the child was questioned a second time after a short
interval, and when we had all had a talk about our
dear ones who were dead. At first when asked where
their dear ones were of whom they spoke, they said,
" In a bury-hole," as most of them call it; but
after a while they spoke freely of them in Paradise
and of what they were doing. This and the mere
fact of the raising to consciousness of what they had
seen appeared to lessen the intensity of the fear.

No doubt much harm is clone to certain children
by taking them to funerals, and the present writer
will never forget the sad distress of a miner's little
son, aged three years and ten months, who had been
taken to his mother's funeral a fortnight previously
and, his teacher said, had wept in school every clay
about it since. The one impression that dominated
his mind found expression in the words, " They have
put her down a big hole," and at the thought he wept
disconsolately. This boy had a brother just over
five and a sister nearly seven in the school. The
brother said that his mother had been put in a
" bury-hole," but his father had now pulled her up
again ; and this saying, to which the father hud
obviously been driven by the children's distress, gave
some comfort." The sister said that her mother's
body was in the ground and her soul had gone to
live with God. Several headmistresses of infants'
schools have expressed the opinion that from their
observation their children are more shocked at the
lowering of the body into the ground than at any-
thing else connected with a death or funeral. Careful
investigation by the present writer in some hundreds